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rise to honor two members of African Amer-
ican black history. They were two innocent
lives cut short, Mr. Clinton Melton and his
wife, Mrs. Beulah Melton of Glendora
(Tallahatchie County), Mississippi.

Being a part of history does not always re-
quire some extraordinary feat but sometimes
simply being innocent and unjustly victimized.
This is the case, Mr. Speaker with Mr. Melton
and his wife, Mrs. Melton. They were two
young African Americans living in the small
town of Glendora, MS working hard and rais-
ing their four children. He was a gas station
attendant but her occupation was never men-
tioned because her murder was covered up
and only mentioned as a reckless driving inci-
dent and not really spoken of.

Clinton Melton, Murdered: On December 3,
1955, Mr. Melton, a 33 year old gas station at-
tendant of Lee McGarrh Firestone gas station
in Glendora, went outside to gas up the car
that Elmer Otis Kimball was driving. The car
belonged to J.W. Milam, who had been acquit-
ted on September 23, 1955 for the mutilation
and murder of Emmett Louis Till.

The story goes that Mr. Kimball asked for
$2 worth of gas but because the amount Mr.
Melton actually put in the car was not $2
(amount unknown) he was killed. Mr. Kimball
had become enraged about the gas, and very
loud and publicly vowed to return and kill Mr.
Melton—a promise he kept, returning shortly
thereafter leaving only to retrieve his shotgun.
Mr. Clinton Melton was killed instantly in front
of three witnesses (the owner, a friend, and a
bystander) leaving behind his young wife and
children.

The trial of Elmer Otis Kimball, as in the
Emmett Til's murder trial held at the Sumner
Courthouse in Sumner, Mississippi
(Tallahatchie County), resulted in yet another
“not guilty” verdict.

Beulah Clinton, Murdered: She was a wife
and mother of four who didn’t deserve being
murdered and forgotten about. Therefore Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to also make sure her
life is not forgotten by telling her story. At that
time, the acquittal and humiliation of the Em-
mett Till murder trial was a fresh wound in
Glendora, home of the murdered, and across
entire Tallahatchie County. But, as a mother
and wife, Mrs. Melton would not let that stop
her. In March, 1956 one day, while out driving
in an effort to gather information for the up-
coming murder trial of her husband, Mrs.
Melton was forced off the road into a bayou.
In the car she had two of her small children,
Debris and Clinton Melton, Jr. Both were res-
cued by a relative who saw the car while driv-
ing by.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring the late Mr. Clinton and Mrs. Beu-
lah Melton for Black History Month, whose
lives were cut short for no justifiable reason
from the Mississippi Second Congressional
District.

———

OLINGER CROWN HILL CEMETERY
AND MORTUARY
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Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Olinger Crown
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Hill Cemetery and Mortuary for achieving 25
years of outstanding membership in the West
Chamber serving Jefferson County.

Membership in a Chamber of Commerce
comes with commitment, dedication and con-
tribution to community. Chamber members are
leaders in the community mentoring other
businesses, creating positive environments for
business to thrive. The West Chamber serving
Jefferson County is a strong and vibrant orga-
nization today due to members like Olinger
Crown Hill Cemetery and Mortuary.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Olinger Crown Hill Cemetery and Mortuary for
25 years of leadership and inspiration you pro-
vide in our community. | look forward to many
more years of your service.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. TIM GRIFFIN

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 4, 2014

Mr. GRIFFIN of Arkansas. Mr. Speaker, |
was delayed and missed rollcall vote No. 40
on Wednesday, February 5, 2014.

If I had been present, | would have voted
“nay” for the Motion to Recommit H.R. 3590,
the Sportmen’s Heritage and Recreational En-
hancement (SHARE) Act of 2013.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. JOHN LEWIS

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, March 4, 2014

Mr. LEWIS. Mr. Speaker, | missed votes
during the week of February 10th due to eye

surgery.
Had | been present, | would have cast the

following votes: on rollcall No. 55, | would
have voted “yes;” on rollcall No. 56, | would
have voted “yes;” on rollcall No. 57, | would
have voted “yes;” on rollcall No. 58, | would
have voted “no;” on rollcall No. 59, | would
have voted “no;” on rollcall No. 60, | would
have voted “no;” on rollcall No. 61 regarding

the Temporary Debt Limit Extension Act, |
would have voted “yes;” on rollcall No. 62, |
would have voted “yes.”

———

HONORING THE CENTENNIAL AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE ROMAN
CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF EL PASO

HON. BETO O’'ROURKE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 4, 2014

Mr. O'ROURKE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Catholic Diocese of El Paso as
they celebrate their 100 year anniversary.

El Paso and the Catholic Church have
shared a long history. The El Paso region was
settled by Franciscan missionaries in the
1600s. Since then, the Catholic Church has
contributed to El Paso in many important
ways. From the founding of the first hospital in
El Paso, Hotel Dieu; to building the Ysleta
Mission, the oldest continuously operating
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church in the State of Texas; to installing the
first Hispanic bishop in the nation, Bishop Pat-
rick Flores installed in 1978.

The current Diocese serves more than
680,000 Catholics in and around El Paso. As
champions of the poor and the vulnerable, the
Diocese of El Paso operates one of the larg-
est legal aid clinics in the southwest and pro-
vides health care and education to thousands
in my community. It has also welcomed and
given shelter to migrants and refugees from
Mexico and around the world.

The Diocese of El Paso has been of the El
Paso community for one hundred years. | in-
vite my colleagues to recognize their history of
service as they embark on their next century.

MAYOR STEVE BURKHOLDER

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 4, 2014

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Mayor Steve
Burkholder for receiving the first annual Steve
Burkholder Diamond Legacy Award from the
West Chamber serving Jefferson County.

The award is given to an individual who is
recognized as a ‘“shining star” due to their
leadership and contributions in making Jeffer-
son County a better place to reside.

Mayor Burkholder spent his adult life con-
tributing to the betterment of Jefferson County
and their residents. Steve’s accomplishments
are many. They include serving as past Presi-
dent of the Colorado Municipal League, a
member of the Metro Mayors Executive Com-
mittee and serving as fellow of the Institute on
the Common Good at Regis University.

Steve’s latest quest is making sure every
two and three year old from high risk or vul-
nerable families are preschool ready through
the Parent-Child Home Program (PCHP).
Steve is a founding member of the PCHP
Jeffco Advisory Group. Their mission is to
positively impact school readiness and long
term learning.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Mayor Steve Burkholder for this well-deserved
honor from the West Chamber serving Jeffer-
son County. | have no doubt Mayor
Burkholders’s commitment to community will
be felt by Jefferson County residents for years
to come.

————

RECOGNIZING THE DEDICATED
SERVICE OF MR. JOHN MORAN

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 4, 2014

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize a special individual whose
contributions to this country, especially its vet-
erans, are innumerable. His name is John
Moran, and he has just retired from Federal
service as the Deputy Assistant Secretary of
Labor for the Veterans’ Employment and
Training Service.

Last week, John closed out a career that
has spanned 35 years of dedicated service to
his country. His accomplishments in that time
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